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REPLY:

We read with interest the letter by Balak regarding our
study. We appreciate the interest in our study. We agree
that perhaps the right terminology is not to say that the occipital
sinus regresses, because it is likely always persistent, but that it no
longer plays a dominant role in the dural venous sinus drainage
pathway. There have been numerous examples in the literature of
embryonic sinuses (of which we consider the occipital sinus to be
one) recanalizing or playing a dominant role in cerebral venous
drainage due to the presence of arteriovenous shunting lesions or
venous sinus thrombosis.' In this regard, the author is correct;
in all likelihood, the occipital sinus is present but just does not
have enough flow to be opacified on the MRV study.
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